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Sadberk Hamm (Hamm meaning Mrs ) was
a lady, a good wife, möther, and an excellent 
housewife. She had a great love for exquisite 
handicrafts ancRTlivyers. She could manage 
to surround hersöft, wherever she was, with 
beautiful objects] She. had an unusual talent 
for evaluating even a piece of cloth . She 
also had a greptjrei
went by she atsjuired a collection represent­
ing the scenes from traditional ceremonial 
events.
Her visit to the Benaki Museum in Athens 
inspired her to establish a private museum 
for displaying her treasures. Unfortunately, 
she died before she could realize her project. 
Her will has been carried out by her loving 
children and husband (Mr. Vehbi Koç, one 
of Turkey’s foremost businessmen). Mrs. Sev­
gi Gönül, her youngest daughter seems to 
have inherited her love for art and h'story 
and she was put in charge by the family to 
supervise all the details of the museum to 
make it worthy of Sadberk Hamm's vision.
The building itself can be defined as a mu­
seum. The 32-room yah (houses which are 
constructed on the edge of the Bosphorus 
are referred to as yah), which was built be­
tween 1900-1910 reflects the grandeur of its 
epoch. The original building belonged to an 
Ottoman noble called Manuk Azaryan. Al­
though the sea is filled-in and the house is 
no more on the edge of the water the build­
ing has always been referred to as Azar­
yan Yalısı. Following the architectural trends 
of that period it was constructed in Western 
style. The building was recently restored to 
serve as a museum.
The beautifully landscaped garden also serves 
as part of the museum for cultural activities 
and for the visitors to rest. The International 
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This exquisite museum has been organized 
with a refined taste and a sense of discipline. 
The expositions are in two categories. One 
represents displays of similar museum pieces. 
The other category stages scenes from 
Turkish culture and ceremonial life.
On the first floor glassware, porcelain, sil­
verware, jewelry, gold-embroidered prayer 
rugs, and embroidered towels are displayed. 
The central hallway on this floor Is decorated 
as it was at the turn of the century.
On the second floor, embroideries and dress­
es are displayed in their functional ways. 
Here the three important ceremonial days 
of the Ottoman Turks are staged beautifully; 
the bridal room, circumcision ceremony and 
lohusa (a period of rest for a new mother) 
room.
Bridal room (hena night) in the museum 
treasures ten Bindallis (usually velvet gowns 
with heavy gold or silver embroidery) in a 
way typical of their different uses. The scene 
in this room represents a typical Ankara hena 
night. In Anatolia most weddings have similar 
customs but, each region has its variety. In 
Ankara, weddings used to start on Mondays, 
end on Fridays, and hena night would take 
place on Wednesdays at the bride's home. 
Music, singing and entertainment were all 
over the bridal house. The beautifully dressed 
bride Is escorted to her mother-in-law’s room 
by her friends who are dressed in Blndalli's
and are holding-^cqpdles in their hands. 
The moibetfin-law ¡a next to the match­
maker and a female groom.
When the. bride shows ^a iy  dt the thresh­
old gold coins are tErOWh £5v^r-the head 
of the bride, and those who are present 
collect the coins. In addition to its value, gold 
coins are supposed fo“ irijig igpOdluck. The 
mother-IrvTaw lays a runner of cloth in the 
direction where the bride is to walk and 
places a pair of bath slippers (nalın) 
near her. They are usually very high from 
the ground, and elaborately decorated with 
mother-of-pearl or silver. The bride puts on 
the slippers when getting near the mother-in- 
law and kisses her hand. The mother-in-law 
In return hugs her and bedecks her with 
jewelry. Then the bride goes around to kiss 
the hands of the elders.
In Turkish culture the important turning points 
In one’s life are celebrated with impressive 
ceremonies. One such event is the circum­
cision ceremony. In the museum only the 
circumcision bed is authentically decorated 
from the Ankara region where Sadberk Ha­
mm spent most of her life. The boys in the 
bed are dressed according to tradition.
Birth of a baby is also a reason for a cere­
mony. After a woman gives birth to a baby 
she goes through a period of rest which is 
called Lohusa. The Lohusa lady is expected 
to decorate her bedroom with beautifully 
embroidered bed spreads, curtains, cushions 
and everything in the room at its best. The 
room is called the Lohusa room. The new 
mother dressed In her best as well, receives 
the guests in her bedroom and offers them 
a sweet called Lohusa Şerbeti. This scene 
is also featured in the museum in all its 
detail.
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Pitcher and glass
Aşurelik
Bowl and ewer
Barber’s mirror
Other than the three ceremonial rooms, many 
objects displayed in museum represent the 
traditional habits and beliefs in Turkey. 
These include aşurelik, the pitcher and glass, 
bath bowl, coffee cups, mirror, sweet con­
tainer, and bowl and ewer.
Aşure is the name of a pudding made of dif­
ferent ingredients aboard the Noah’s Ark. 
According to Moslem mythology, towards 
the end of the trip, the leftovers of the food 
supplies were cooked together on the Ark 
and the food was named Aşure. Moslems 
cook aşure during the month of muharrem  
(the month that follows ramazan, the fasting 
month) and distribute this holy food to 
neighbors and to the poor. The famous 
European porcelain factories manufactured 
many exquisite aşurelik (aşure containers) for 
the Ottoman kitchens.
Pitcher and Glass (sürahi ve bardak in Turk­
ish) has alsp an important place in religious 
ceremonies. A pitcher and glass is put next 
to the Hafiz, the Koran reader.
Bath bowl (hamam tası in Turkish) used in 
the Ottoman baths, which were more than a 
washing place. The reception areas at public 
baths were colorful social events with gold 
embroidered towels, mother-of-pearl inlayed 
bath slippers, silver bath bowls, and soap 
dishes.
Coffee has an important place in Turkish 
hospitality. According to the proverb it is 
remembered for 40 years. The coffee cups 
used to be put inside silver or gold containers 
plain or studded with enamel or jewelry 
depending on the importance of the guest.
Sweet Containers (tatlı hokkası in Turkish) 
used by the Ottoman Turks to offer their 
guests homemade preserves instead of cho­
colates or candies as they do today. The set 
consisted of a tray, six glasses and three 
containers. One for the preserves, the other 
two to place used spoons.
The m irror in Ottoman Turkish tradition was 
a symbol of good-luck and brightness. There­
fore, it has a meaning in addition to its func­
tional use. A bride is always given a mirror, 
and a mirror is hung next to the circumcision 
and lohusa beds. As pictures of living things 
were banned in Moslem religion, the mirrors 
were hung facedown on the wall, therefore, 
the back sides were elaborately decoraded.
Bowl and ewer (leğen, ibrik in Turkish) 
were used in Ottoman palaces and mansions 
to wash hands and they had a person as­
signed to pour water into the hands of the 
household.
Many other well-selected objects in this lovely 
museum are worth seeing. A visit to the 
museum which is on the Bosphorus’ European 
side (Piyasd caddesi No. Z5-29, Büyükdere, 
Phone 62 16 48) is a rewarding trip along the 
water or on the water as it is accessible both 
from land and sea (by ferryboats). The mu­
seum is closed on Wednesdays. Open daily 
from 10.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.. We suggest you 
contact the hotel’s bellcaptain to decide on 
your mode of travel to the museum.
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